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iJrores. E h  goes t o  India for  a year immediately 
af ter  their secret engagement, and her strange 
and misguided ac t  O€ self-abnegation. At end 
of tn.0 years lie offers her freedom. After a 
t ime he writes again. 111 her diary t.ve 11jve ex- 
trac+t.: from his letter. ‘‘ TVhen tlie divorce is Over 
e . . 1 did not th ink  when I askecl you to pro- 
misr. thak 1 could change, but  I find i t  is so. . . . 
Don’t, let anything t h a t  has happenecl worry y011.’) 
As will be seen, t h e  girl’s life a t  tmenty beconies a 
tragedy, and nil through the  boolr there is a sug- 
&on o€ sadness, and equally a11 through there 
are nniusin): situations and flashes of keen 
hiinitmr. Natnrally the par t  of t h e  diary written 
wlien a child ia t h e  most entertaining, her quaint 
way of piitting things often raises a smile. 

Tlrw story is laic1 in Australia ; her grandpareiits 
arv JIethodi+ts, and the  curious wrestling of t h e  
child’s mind with niatters religious is ~vonderfnllp 
natiiral. Enclowed as she is with a liberal infusion 
of t h e  L( old Aclani,” her futile endeavours t o  be 
good are both pathetic ancl amusing. Gocl is a 
very real perronality t o  her, and she has  a curious 
way of making compacts with Him, her prayers are 
truly original. d neighbour’s infant, of ~vlioin she 
1s passionately fond, is very ill, SO me have “ Oh, 
God, don’t take the  dear little thing a m y .  Please 
let him g(-t better; I will t r y  and be good a t  
sc11001.” . . ‘i I love Paid ” (her terrier puppy) 
“ iiir~re than anything I’ve got, and I will give him 
1111 if You ad1 iiiake the  dear little baby better.” 
T’lie cliilcl Iww-ers. Then comes the entry, “ Paul 
llas gone.” Then a little later, on first clay of new 
ternlJ It’s no nse, I shall be bnd t o  the end. . . 
NnTy I feel IiaIf a worm and half a devil? ani1 1 
clo,ly, ca1*e, I stypose it’s not  keeping my word 
to  (:d. Anyhow, He’s got t h e  c10.g.” 

1 6  Patricia B;arillg ” is a book both intereiting and 
iustyuctive, for  ailgone who has t o  do v+th the  
eclnrating ancl gliiding of young people; i t  carries 
21 deep moral lesson. 

’ 

E. L. H. 

COMING EVENTS 
.Ipril ~ ~ d . - L e c t u r e  on Causes, Symptoms, 

:lad T r e a t n i e ~ ~ t  of Cancer,” by Dr. I?. 31. Sandwith, 
(:i*eslranl College, Basinghall Street, E.C., 6 p.m. 

Sl i r i l  9M.--Lectnre on (‘ The Results of Recent 
liesearch on Certain Diseases,” by Dr. I?. 31. 
Sandwith, Gresliam College, 6 p i .  

The lectui w, whicli will be illustrated by lantern 
slides, mill k free t o  t h e  public. 

d p i  it i?~!/~-Annual Meeting of the Nimes’ Xis- 
sioiiary Loague, University Hall, Oordon Square, 
1V.C. Meeting, 9.45-11.30 am.  Conversazione, 
2.30-5.30 p.m. Jleeting, 7.30-9.30 p.m. 

.IpriZ ~6iA.-International Suffrage Conference 
opni~. (,qi?r days)--i\leetings, St. Janies’s Hall, 
!U@-6; Public Neeting, St. Janies’s Hall, 8. 

.4yrril 27th .-London society for n’ome11’s SUf- 
f i ~ n ~ ~ . - D e n ~ o ~ ~ ~ t r a t i o l l  and Pageant iii honour of 
t h e  International Alliance of TVonli?n’s Suffrage 
Sorirtics, Royal Alhert Hall, 8. 

Apr i l  &Wr .-The Lord 3 I a y o ~  opens the Central 
Poor Law Cbnference, Dr. RIacnamlara, 11I.P., pre- 
siding, Guildhall (two days). 
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2Letrem to the fiEbitor. - 
W h i l s t  cordially inv i t ing  com- 

munications u p o n  all subjects 
f o r  these columns, w e  wish  it 
t o  be distinctly understood 
tha t  w e  do n o t  IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves responsible for 

t h e  opinions expressed b y  OUT 
correspondents. 

T O  PRIVATE NURSES. 
To t h e  Edi tor  of  t he  “ British Journal of lvursing.’r 
DEAR ~I\IaDAnr,-Being one  of the representatives 

of the  Registered Nurses’ Society on the National 
Council of Nurses, I suggested, at the  meeting of 
t h e  Council, on the 7th inst., that I thought 
probably t h e  members of our Society mould wish t o  
participate in offering some hospitality t o  our 
coiiiiti*y’s guests during the time they are with u5 
for t h e  International Congress of Nurses in  July. 
I shoould like to ask the niembem, through our 
Joiirnal, whether any of them mould like to join 
with me, i n  giving a Luncheon .to some of t?ie 
foreign nt~rses, on  t h e  opening day of th0 Congress, 
if possible; also t o  ask a11 niembeis of the RA.8. 
ivho approve my suggestion t o  communicate with m e  
by letter to the  Office, 431, Osford Street, as soon 
as possible, SQ t h a t  I can arrange with the Chairman 
of the Hospitality Committee before her list is com- 
pbtecl. I d o  not wish t o  confine it t o  members of 
t h e  R..N.S. only, and I should be glad t o  -operate 
with any private nurses who wish to join us  if 
they will write tso me. 

Jlany T d l  have read the  account in this meek% 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING of the  splendid 
arrangements t h a t  are being mad0 for the meeting 
of the  International Council of Nurses i n  London, 
and will be bolring forwaid t o  nest July, 
aiiticipating t h e  most interesting t ime n u r ~ w  ’have 
ever had in  England. 

_- J 

Yours faithfnlly, 
JULIA HURLSTON. 

431, Osford Street, ’Fp. --- 
THE CARE OF THE DEAD. 

To the  Edi tor  of t he  Br i t i sh  Journal  o f  Nursing.” 
DEAR MADAN,-I WQS very glad t o  see you1’ 

editorial on  the care of the dead in  our  hospitals. 
The following is an estmct  from a letter I received 
a few n-eelrs ago:- 

(( You ivill be sorry t o  hear t h a t  Jlrs. Smith’s son‘ 
diecl in the limpital. They had him brought home 
t o  be buried. When the coffin arrived they had it 
opeiiecl. ivhen, t o  their horror, they found the poor 
young inaii simply dressed in a n  old newspaper. 
ICno\viiig the poor folk here, I mill leave you t o  
iiiiagiiie the s ta te  they are in about it.” 

I did not see this ins& t o  the  dead, neither did 
111J: correspondeiit, so 1 cannot give the name of tho 
hospital. 

dead had been i n  charge of a. inirse. 
Such a, thing could newr have liappenejl if the 

Pour6 t.ruly, 
MART HARVEY. 
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